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CITY OF STATESVILLE  
STORMWATER ADVISORY COMMISSION CALLED MEETING 

July 12, 2018 
City Hall 2nd Floor Conference Room – 12:00 p.m. 

Statesville, North Carolina 
 
Members present:  Mary Katherine Harbin, Steve Knight, Daniel Pope, David Reese, Phillip 

Myers,  
 
Members absent: Arthur Peacock, Brian Long, Frederick Foster, Chad Lackey, Jim Lawton 
 
Council present: Michael Johnson 
 
Staff present:   Derek Slocum, Ron Smith, Brenda Fugett 
 
Others:  Doug Jewell – Jewell Engineering Consultants 
 
 
 
Call to Order 
Slocum called the meeting to order.  
 
Slocum gave the background of the Stormwater Commission for the benefit of the new City 
Manager Ron Smith. 
 
Slocum said that the intent of today’s meeting is to review Council responses to the survey and 
review a draft presentation for the 08/20/2018 Council-Stormwater Commission workshop 
meeting. 
 
Jewell stated that the presentation that was given to City Council in May explained the reasons 
why the Stormwater Program is needed and the background of the required NPDES/Phase II 
permit.   The discussion in May also illustrated to the Council the existing infrastructure issues 
and failures with the City’s stormwater system and the need of maintenance and repair and in 
some cases replacement. 
 
Jewell said that he had received only one response to the survey from Council members. One 
question from that was for an estimate of what it is going to cost to fund the program. 
 
Jewell distributed draft information for the cost of a five year NPDES program, pointing out that 
the City is already in the second year of the program and the costs continue to increase each 
year. At the end of these five years, the City will submit a new plan, to NCDEQ, for the next five 
year cycle. The plan can be more restrictive or less restrictive, but will be dictated by NCDEQ 
and EPA.  When the City is ready to implement a funding system it will be defined for the entire 
five years. The estimated total is $1,771,784. This number does not include funding for any 
maintenance, repairs, or CIP; it is for water quality only and being compliant with the 
NPDES/Phase II regulations. 
 
Jewell stated that the estimated average annual cost is $354,357, in addition to what the City is 
already spending on stormwater.  The City is annually spending around $600,000 from the 
General Fund, for salaries, equipment, vehicles, rental equipment, and supplies and for cleaning 
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catch basins within the City’s right-of-way, maintenance within the right-of-way and a few small, 
infrequent, capital improvement projects.  
Council member M. Johnson stated that the City has an ordinance that says that the City cannot 
maintain anything outside of the city’s right-of-way. He feels that is a mistake and that when the 
City takes a road into the city system it needs to take all of its pertinent storm drainage with it; 
otherwise we end up with issues such as what we have over on Commerce Drive and some of 
the other associated issues. Secondly, as we move into this program, when we originally 
approved the Larkin development we approved it with Stormwater II regulations even though 
they were not in place in Statesville yet. He asked Jewell how the city is going to contemplate 
handling all the new development that is coming on in the Third Creek Basin under this 
ordinance and does the Commission’s plan contain a view towards regional detention. Jewell 
replied that is beyond the scope of what they are dealing with right now, not to say that it does 
not need to be dealt with, but there is no funding in this proposal for that. M. Johnson said that 
as the Commission moves forward with the Stormwater II program they need to anticipate this 
because they cannot depend on the HOA to do it. 
 
Jewel advised that in November the City will be mandated by NCDEQ, under a different 
process, to be the local stormwater system reviewer, approver, and administrator of its own 
permit. So the City needs to be ready to assume that role that the state has heretofore done. So 
the City needs to have a robust set of regulations, standards, policies, and design criteria in 
place to be able to deal with the issues that Council member M. Johnson is referring to.  
 
Council member M. Johnson said that if we do not initiate this program, and do it 
comprehensively, then we are going to lose our water (supply) because of the nutrient levels 
and there will go our wwtp expansion, at least in that direction. 
 
Jewell reviewed the new draft presentation to Council and made a few changes suggested by 
Commission members. 
 
Summary of Program alternatives:         
           Estimated 
            Funding
Alt A-1  Compliance w/ NPDES permit  $969K/yr (G.Fund)  
Alt A-2  Compliance w/ NPDES permit  $2.28/mo (sw fee) $969K/yr  
Alt B  Compliance w/ permit; minimal   $2.50/mo (sw fee) $1.12M/yr 

  Off R.O.W. maintenance 
Alt C  Compliance w/ permit; minimal  $3.50/mo (sw fee) $1.46M/yr 

  Off R.O.W. maintenance; 
  ~$200K/year toward CIP 

Alt D  Compliance w/ permit; minimal  $4.50/mo (sw fee) $1.88/yr 
  Off R.O.W. maintenance; 
  ~$625K/year toward CIP 
 
 
M. Johnson asked if the Commission is going to require large expansion projects to become 
compliant. He stated that this needs to be included in the Commission’s recommendation. 
 
Harbin asked if staff is trying to get the funding in place then work on the policy part. Slocum 
stated that the policy part will probably need to be in place in November. 
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Reese stated that the ordinance needs to be made available to developers before the fee is set 
in place. He advised that Iredell County has a 6 month overlap for theirs. 
 
Slocum stated that there are many programs that the City could apply for grants to, but they 
require matching dollars or in-kind services. Jewell said that those grants are geared towards 
specific individual projects, not to fund the program, and staff will definitely be applying for some 
of these.  
 
Ron Smith asked what the utility fee threshold would be for Statesville. He stated that maybe 
there should be an Option E where part of the funding comes from the General Fund and part 
from the stormwater utility fee. 
 
Reese stated he was concerned that the revenue generated from these fee options should be 
higher so the City can actually initiate projects that the public can see and observe where the 
fees are being invested to make progress. 
 
Pope stated that the Commission needs to quantify the projects that they know of so it can have 
a starting point cost. 
 
Council member M. Johnson stated that the first question that Council will ask will be how much 
does Mooresville pay. He said he agrees that the $3.50 is not enough but it is a starting point. 
 
Smith stated that M. Johnson makes a great point and the Commission will need to have that 
information and make sure that it is comparing apples to apples. 
 
Slocum advised that the next meeting will be on August 9th with lunch at 11:30 a.m. and the 
meeting beginning at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Slocum will gather the information as to what Salisbury, Mooresville and other similar size towns 
charge and their budget for their stormwater program. Harbin suggested that he also needs to 
know how many personnel they have in the department and their amount budgeted for Capital 
Improvement projects. 
 
There being no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


